Treatment of difficult cases of systemic-onset juvenile idiopathic arthritis with tacrolimus.
Since a proportion of systemic-onset juvenile idiopathic arthritis (SOJIA) patients continue to require long-term corticosteroid therapy for disease control, an effective and safe therapeutic strategy for controlling the activity of refractory SOJIA remains to be established. We report the efficacy of tacrolimus for the treatment of SOJIA in two patients with refractory SOJIA, one of them showing poor response to cyclosporine A. Tacrolimus might be the treatment of choice in selected patients with refractory systemic-onset juvenile idiopathic arthritis. Further studies to confirm the long-term efficacy and safety of tacrolimus in larger numbers of patients are, however, needed.